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From 18 to 26 September 2021, Flanders will be hosting 
the UCI Road World Championships. Not only will the 
World Championships be coming home to the cradle 
of cycling, but they will also be celebrating their 100th 
anniversary in 2021. Flanders and the entire cycling 
world can therefore prepare for an undoubtedly mem-
orable edition. This festive edition gives us the oppor-
tunity to look back at the past century and cherish the 
many beautiful moments. But it also gives us an oppor-
tunity to look ahead, to join the next generations in 
taking on contemporary challenges and to create new 
memories. After all, it is crucial to remain critical and 
move forward. In new times with new challenges.

One of these challenges is sustainability. In recent 
years, our society has realised that a more sustain-
able approach to the environment should be central 
to everything we do. That is why the 2021 UCI Road 
World Championships in Flanders must become a 

leader in the field of sustainability, which is one of the 
core values of Flanders 2021 alongside state-of-the-
art and innovation. During the 2021 UCI Road World 
Championships, the UCI will work together with the 
Flemish government, the host cities, the LOC (the local 
organising committee), Deloitte, OVAM and all the 
partners involved to achieve this goal.

Powered by
2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM



©
 P

ho
to

ne
w

s

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 3
Powered by

2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM

CONTENTS
Foreword Flanders   .........................................................p.4

Foreword Deloitte   ..........................................................p.5

Foreword UCI   ..................................................................p.6

UCI World Championships Cycling ............................... p7

Flanders 2021 .....................................................................p.8

Sustainability strategy ...................................................p.10
1. Energy consumption ........................................... p.11
2. Water consumption .............................................p.13
3. Use of space ..........................................................p.14
4. Waste .......................................................................p.15
5. Catering ..................................................................p.16
6. Materials .................................................................p.17
7. Mobility ...................................................................p.18
8. Climate ...................................................................p.19
9. Accessibility & inclusiveness .............................p.20
10. Healthy lifestyle ...................................................p.22
11. Safety .....................................................................p.23
12. Equality ..................................................................p.24
13. Fair play .................................................................p.25
14. Good governance ...............................................p.26

Objectives ........................................................................ p.27

Thanks ...............................................................................p.28

Contact .............................................................................p.29



SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 4
Powered by

2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM

FOREWORD FLANDERS
Between 18 and 26 September, the eyes of racing enthu-
siasts from all over the world will be on Flanders. There 
is no better time to profile Flanders in the market as a 
top cycling region, no better time to convince cycling 
tourists of all the assets of Flanders as a cycling country 
and no better time to show the world our international 
pioneering role regarding reuse and recycling and our 
extensive ambitions to reduce our CO2 emissions.

For some time now, Flanders has been at the head of 
the European pack in terms of the recycling and reuse 
of used goods. Thanks to EventFlanders, we can now 
also show this leading position to the world at a major 
international event in Flanders. Our far-reaching com-
mitments and achievements in the field have also 
convinced the UCI even more to make its organisation 
more sustainable and to no longer approach major 
international competitions as an end in and of them-
selves, but to use them as a lever for a healthier living 
environment.

Everything starts in the cycling pack, whose riders as 
of this year have no longer thrown their rubbish in 
the verge, but in the previously defined “litter zones” 
where it is then collected by volunteers. But behind the 
scenes too, the shift is being made to fewer CO2 emis-
sions and a smaller waste mountain. And the support-
ers by the road are also being convinced to follow this 
good example.

I am aware that the work is far from finished. On the 
contrary, it is only just beginning. To say it with a well-
known cliché: Paris is still a long way off. But with an 
ambassador like the World Cycling Championships and 
top cyclists, to whom our Flandriens of the future look 
with great respect and who help to reduce our waste 
mountain and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, we 
are already getting a lot closer.

Enjoy the race! Enjoy our beautiful Flanders and please 
also do your bit to keep it clean and tidy.

ZUHAL DEMIR
Flemish Minister for Tourism and Environment
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FOREWORD DELOITTE
At Deloitte, we give great priority to sustainability and 
sport. We believe that practising sport contributes to 
the physical and mental well-being of our employees. 
We also think that the impact we have on the world 
starts with ourselves, which is why treating the planet 
responsibly is central to our strategy. This translates 
into what we do, how we behave and how we treat peo-
ple and the environment with respect. We also promote 
these values in our sustainability partnership with vzw 
WK 2021, Flanders and UCI.

As a market leader, we are committed to reducing our 
environmental footprint and by so doing contributing 
to a more sustainable world. We do this by making 
greener choices regarding mobility, travel habits and 
infrastructure and have succeeded in reducing our CO2 
emissions by 33%. As an organisation, we also encour-
age our employees to make informed choices and help 
to create a better, greener future.

But we are also looking further. We are noticing among 
our customers that ESG rules are higher on the agenda. 
Sustainability is playing an increasingly important role 
for them too. From our sustainable pioneering role, we 
help them to make strategically greener choices.

In this way, we also help vzw WK 2021, Flanders and UCI. 
We have provided advice in drawing up its sustain-
ability plan and are closely monitoring its implemen-
tation. We are mapping out the emissions associated 
with the World Championships for the first time and we 
are working together on action points for a more CO2-
neutral future.

I practise the sport of cycling myself and am therefore 
delighted that the UCI Road World Championships will 
be returning to Flanders this year to celebrate their 
100th anniversary in the cradle of cycle racing. Deloitte 
is also pleased to be able to contribute to making this 
cycling festival a more sustainable event and to sup-
porting vzw WK 2021, Flanders and UCI in its sustain-
ability ambitions within the “2021 UCI Road World 
Championships” project.

PIET VANDENDRIESSCHE
CEO Deloitte Belgium 
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FOREWORD UCI
Climate change is a major threat to populations world-
wide, and as President of the UCI, I am pleased that 
cycling is assuming its responsibilities when it comes to 
combatting this international crisis.

As the world governing body for cycling, the UCI is 
committed to reducing the impact of its operations on 
the environment and collaborating with stakeholders 
to achieve significant changes within the sport.

As well as establishing its own internal targets, the UCI 
has published Sustainability Guidelines setting out 
recommendations for all cycling stakeholders to inte-
grate sustainable practices into their daily operations. 

I therefore congratulate and thank Flanders 2021 
for recognising the absolute importance of sustain-
ability with a strategy that covers all aspects of the 
organisation and staging of the 2021 UCI Road World 
Championships. This year we celebrate the centenary 
edition of our leading annual event, and with this sus-
tainability strategy, Flanders 2021 is paving the way for 
the next 100 years.

From energy and water consumption, use of space and 
waste management, to safety, equality and fair play, 
this clear and comprehensive strategy will ensure that 
the 2021 UCI Road World Championships set an exam-
ple for other sporting events.

There is no doubt that cycling can play a significant role 
in facing up to environmental problems, and with the 
support of organisers such as Flanders 2021 – and the 
collaboration of all the event’s partners - we can go a 
long way to addressing some of the greatest threats to 
humanity.

Together we can help fulfill the UCI’s mission: to make 
cycling one of the world’s most sustainable sports and 
promote the bicycle as a key transport mode in com-
bating climate change, improving health and building 
a more sustainable future for all

DAVID LAPPARTIENT
UCI President 
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1  
THE LEAD-UP

Activities and events

Raise awareness

Sporting and tourist-cultural 
appeal

Accessible

2  
THE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Individual time trials

Road races

Mixed team time trial

Training Moments

Official ceremony

Accessible

3 
THE PERIPHERAL PROGRAMME

A programme of special events 
and experiences taking place 
around the championships.

4  
THE LEGACY

A set of sustainable initiatives 
and activities that are intended 

to have a lasting impact after the 
championships have finished.

Development of a sustainability 
report that will be shared with all 

actors.
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MATERIALS

FAIR PLAY

MOBILITY

GOOD GOVERNANCE

ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION

CLIMATE

WATER 
CONSUMPTION

ACCESSIBILITY & 
INCLUSIVENESS

USE OF SPACE

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

WASTE

SAFETY

CATERING

EQUALITY
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SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY
Flanders 2021 must become a leader in terms of sustainability. By taking the right measures, this will be made possible. To this end, a sustainability strategy was defined 
with the following themes:
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 ENERGY CONSUMPTION
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Reduce energy consumption in the run-up to and 

during the event. 
 △ Use of grey energy and conventional diesel genera-

tors is kept to a minimum.  
 △ Highlighting of sustainable energy, the energy of 

the future. 

ACTION POINTS
SUSTAINABLE OFFICES

The LOC organises the event from modern and sustain-
able offices and limits energy consumption. 

ENERGY PLAN & ENERGY SPECIALIST
In order to reduce energy consumption as much as pos-
sible during the events, an energy plan has been pre-
pared for each city and an energy specialist appointed 
by the LOC. The LOC has appointed The Powershop as 
energy supplier.

USE OF URBAN GREEN ELECTRICITY
In all the host cities, the existing electricity grid will be 
used in order to make optimum use of the urban green 
electricity. The LOC will get in touch with the municipal 
services to make agreements. 
 

USE OF SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVES
If there are sites that cannot be connected to the regu-
lar electricity grid, sustainable alternatives will be pro-
vided and conventional generators avoided as much as 
possible.
 The LOC will be working together with the Powershop, 
UCLL and Bolt to achieve this. The following order will 
be used:

1. Use of urban green electricity

2. Green battery / sustainable alternatives based on 
solar- and wind energy 

3. Use of biodiosel aggregates 

4. Use of diesel aggregate

The LOC will collaborate with the Powershop.
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 ENERGY CONSUMPTION
SUSTAINABILITY CHARTER

Through the sustainability charter drawn up by LOC, 
OVAM and Deloitte, clear agreements will be made 
with the different actors, such as exhibitors, caterers 
and partners, about energy-saving measures

TO MEASURE IS TO KNOW
During the event, energy consumption will be closely 
monitored and subsequently reported on by sustain-
ability partner Deloitte. The figures produced can then 
provide guidance for future events (including sports 
events).  Deloitte will also calculate the carbon footprint 
of the event.

ELECTRIC / HYBRID CARS
Car partner Skoda is providing 4 electric (Skoda Enyaq) 
and 30 hybrid cars (Skoda Superb) that will be used by 
the LOC and UCI before and during the event. These 
cars will get maximum exposure during the event. The 
LOC will also invest in the use of electric gators (in areas 
where there will be huge crowds/fans).
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 WATER CONSUMPTION
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Reduce water consumption in the run-up to and 

during the event. 
 △ Water points provided for fans

ACTION POINTS
PREPARATION OF WATER PLAN 

The LOC has prepared a water plan for each site in 
order to deal with water (including wastewater) as effi-
ciently as possible. 

PUBLIC TOILETS
Optimum use will be made of the existing infrastruc-
ture (public toilets). The host cities have provided the 
LOC with the necessary information (locations,…). The 
LOC will integrate this in their plans.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CLEANING PRODUCTS
Use of environmentally friendly cleaning products (EU 
Ecolabel) by the LOC at the various sites.

DEPLOYMENT OF TOILET VEHICLES AND VACUUM TOILETS
If there are not enough public toilets available, toilet 
vehicles will be hired from which the wastewater can 
be discharged into the existing sewers. At sites which 
cannot be connected to the existing sewers, vacuum 
toilets will be provided. Chemical toilets will be avoided 
as much as possible. The following order will be used:

1. Use of existing public toilets

2. Use of toilet vehicles (if the wastewater can be dis-
charged into the existing sewers)

3. Use of vacuum toilets  

4. Use of chemical toilets (if there are no other 
options)

SUSTAINABILITY CHARTER
Through the sustainability charter, clear agreements will 
be made with the different actors, such as exhibitors, 
caterers and partners, about water-saving measures. 

TO MEASURE IS TO KNOW
Reports on water consumption after the event from 
sustainability partner Deloitte.

DRINKING WATER FOUNTAINS
The existing urban drinking water fountains will be 
used as much as possible.
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 USE OF SPACE
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Making optimum use of existing buildings
 △ Respect for noise standards and the environment. 

ACTION POINTS
USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS

Where possible, existing buildings will be used (Casino 
Knokke-Heist, Concertgebouw Bruges, Hilton Antwerp, 
Sportoase Leuven, etc.). In areas where no existing 
infrastructure is available, tents or other temporary 
structures will be used. However, this will be limited as 
much as possible.

PREVENTION OF URINATING IN PUBLIC
Provide enough toilets and communicate clearly about 
them to prevent urinating in public.

RESPECT NOISE STANDARDS
Noise standards will be respected during the event. To 
this end, the noise level will be measured in the host 
cities. Our sound equipment supplier will be asked 
to ensure that the sound is spread optimally over the 
public.

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
The terrain and planting will be treated with respect. To 
this end, the soil will be protected by using steel plank-
ing (where necessary), sensitive places will be fenced 
off and leaking of harmful fluids will be prevented. 
Local authorities will follow up on this. 
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 WASTE
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ The avoidance of waste, the reuse and recycling of 

materials. 
 △ The organisation of a clean World Championships 

event

ACTION POINTS
WASTE PREVENTION

As the first step, we will examine how waste can be 
reduced and prevented. In this context no publicity 
convoy will be organized. By not organizing the public-
ity convoy a huge amount of waste will be avoided (no 
active sampling along the course) and will also decrease 
the CO2-emissions. The LOC will ask partners to elim-
inate packaging wherever possible and use recycled 
materials when needed.

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN
The LOC has allocated two waste operators, Vanheede 
and Suez. These waste operators will develop, in coop-
eration with the LOC and the host cities, a waste plan for 
each site. 

RECYCLING
Agreements have been made with the host cities and 
waste collectors. The aim is to separate the disposal and 
processing of the waste flows both frontstage and back-
stage. Frontstage, an adequate quantity of waste bins 
and waste islands (some manned) will be installed. 

SUSTAINABILITY CHARTER
Through the sustainability charter, clear agreements 
will be made with the different actors, such as exhib-
itors, caterers and partners, about waste management 
(sustainable gadgets, no superfluous packaging). 

DEPLOYMENT OF GREEN TEAMS
Green teams will be deployed at the different sites 
during the event. At the busiest sites, there will also 
be manned waste islands. Green teams will also be 
deployed along the course. The green teams will be 
provided with the necessary equipment and will be 
informed through a digital briefing.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
A major awareness campaign directed at the public 
and community, also involving the athletes.  

LITTER ZONES
During the UCI Road World Championships will the 
LOC provide sufficient litter zones in accordance to the 
new UCI-regulations (rules 2.2.025 and 2.3.025) effec-
tive from the 1st of April 2021. The litter zones will be 
manned with green teams who will clean the litter 
zones immediately.
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 CATERING
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Use of sustainable catering materials. 
 △ Provision of healthy food and drink. 
 △ Sustainable disposal of food surpluses.

ACTION POINTS
OPTIMUM USE OF GLASS AND PORCELAIN

Optimum use will be made of glass and porcelain in 
areas where this is feasible (VIP locations, press rooms, 
organisation rooms, etc.).

REUSABLE CUPS
Reusable cups will be used in the fan zones. The allo-
cated caterer, Bevers & Bevers, will be responsible for 
the handling of the reusable cups, who will be provided 
by official partner AB Inbev. OVAM, along with the host 
cities, will organize some tests with reusable catering 
materials.

HEALTHY ALTERNATIVES 
With regard to the catering, healthy alternatives will be 
offered by our partner Foodmaker besides the tradi-
tional fare (fries, burgers, etc.). 
 

CLEAR AGREEMENTS 
Through the sustainability charter, clear agreements 
will be made with the different caterers about the 
catering. The following items are recommended:
 △ Working with local (preferably regional) products 
 △ Seasonal ingredients
 △ Vegetarian/vegan alternatives on offer
 △ Use of organic products
 △ Use of FairTrade products
 △ Avoidance of overfished fish species

SUSTAINABLE DISPOSAL OF FOOD SURPLUSES
The host cities will ensure the sustainable disposal of 
food surpluses to local food banks or social institutions. 
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 MATERIALS
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Digital promotion.
 △ Limit single-use packaging.
 △ Use of sustainable materials and maximum mate-

rial recycling.

ACTION POINTS
DIGITAL PROMOTION

In the run-up to and during the World Championships, 
optimum use will be made of digital promotion/reg-
istration. Maximum use of website, social media, app, 
etc. Print media will be limited to the bare minimum.

USE OF SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS
If things do need to be printed, where possible, envi-
ronmentally friendly and sustainable materials (e.g. 
recycled paper and eco-friendly ink) will be used.  

LIMIT GADGETS
Samples and promotional gadgets will be restricted. If 
gadgets are nevertheless distributed, they must have 
sufficient value for the recipient not to discard them 
immediately. Furthermore, active sampling will be 
avoided. 

SUSTAINABLE CLOTHING
Starting in 2021, the world champions will receive an 
eco-friendly rainbow jersey. This jersey will be made 
entirely of sustainable materials. Each jersey will con-
tain around five recycled plastic bottles (depending on 
the size). 

RECYCLING ADVERTISING BANNERS
Together with the host cities, the LOC is going to exam-
ine how the materials produced can be recycled in 
an optimum manner.  In Leuven for example will be 
worked with Atelier Circuler (local project which reuses 
materials).
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 MOBILITY
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Promote the STOP principle, with additional focus 

on cycle use.

 △ Maximum deployment of public transport.

ACTION POINTS
APPOINTMENT OF SPECIALIST MOBILITY PARTNER

Scelta Mobility has been appointed as mobility partner. 
They will prepare a mobility plan in close consultation 
with all the involved parties. Scelta will also provide 
timely and clear mobility information (via digital chan-
nels) to fans, on the one hand, and to residents, local 
catering establishments and businesses, on the other. 

COOPERATION WITH DE LIJN AND NMBS
We will be working together with the public transport 
companies De Lijn and NMBS. During the weekend a 
‘weekend ticket’ can be purchased through NMBS (will 
give a reduction up to 50% off). NMBS will also increase 
the capacity on the trains. The LOC is also looking into 
sustainable transport guests and volunteers. Decoration 
 and information will be provided in the train stations (big 
screens with information, article in Metro-magazine,…)

PROMOTION OF THE STOP PRINCIPLE
Promoting the STOP principle (acronym in Dutch for 
walking, pedalling, public transport, cars). People will 
be asked to come to the event, where possible, on foot, 
by bicycle and by public transport. The main focus will 
be on (walking and) bike riding through these actions:

1. Walking routes in between hotspots (station, park-
ing, fanzones,..)
 △ Traffic-calmed / Traffic-free corridors
 △ Invest in animation and citydressing

 Z Signage

2. Cycling routes 
 △ ‘Cycle to the race’

 Z Easily accessible and high-quality bicycle 
sheds. 

 Z Increase availability of bikes – before, during 
and after the event.

MOBILITY AS A SERVICE 
Scelta mobility is looking to use welcome teams and 
to offer personalized mobility information in central 
information points. Furthermore, all actors should be 
informed to the best possible. 

DIY -PACKAGE FOR EVENTS
Scelta Mobility offers a DIY-package for private 
events, organised in the context of the UCI Road World 
Championships, but not by the LOC. This way, these 
events can also apply, and communicate about, the 
measures mentioned above.

©
 D

ig
ita

lc
lic

kx

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 18
Powered by

2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM



 CLIMATE
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Full identification of CO2 emissions and reducing 

them 

ACTION POINTS
CO2 EMISSIONS

Sustainability partner Deloitte will be responsible 
for calculating the carbon footprint of the UCI Road 
World Championships. The LOC will provide them with 
the necessary information, collected by all the differ-
ent parties involved (suppliers, host cities, federa-
tions, partners,…). Furthermore, the hope of the LOC 
is to reduce the CO2-emission of the UCI Road World 
Championships using this plan. As this is the first time 
in the history of the event that this will be measured, 
this data will provide a benchmark and insights for 
future Cycling World Championships and other sport-
ing events in Flanders.
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 ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSIVENESS
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ The UCI Road World Championships must be acces-

sible to everyone and everyone must feel welcome.  
 △ The event will be accessible to people with disabili-

ties, and disadvantaged groups will be involved. 

ACTION POINTS
ACCESSIBILITY FOR PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY

A specialised partner, vzw Inter, was appointed in order 
to guarantee maximum accessibility for people with 
a disability. Numerous facilities will be provided, such 
as an information point, escorts, reserved car parking 
spaces, adapted sanitary facilities, a wheelchair plat-
form, etc. There will also be facilities for hearing and 
visually impaired people.

The following will be provided in the host cities:

1. Bruges:
 △ Wheelchair platform in the finish area 

2. Knokke-Heist:
 △ Wheelchair platform in the start area

3. Antwerp:
 △ Wheelchair platform on the Groenplaats
 △ Sign language interpreter during the start 

presentation on Saturday and Sunday (or only 
on Sunday based on the amount of people who 
sign up)

 △ 5 by 5m separate zone on the Groenplaats
 △ Audio induction loop

4. Leuven:
 △ Wheelchair platform in the finish area 
 △ Sign language interpreter during the ceremony 

at Ladeuze
 △  5 by 5m separate zone for deaf and hearing-im-

paired people
 △ Audio induction loops

Registration is possible through the official channels.

G-SPORT COMPETITION
In collaboration with Parantee-Psylos, a competition 
will be organised for G-cyclists. This competition will 
take place on Sunday 19 September 2020 with start in 
Westkapelle and arrival at ‘t Zand in Brugge and will be 
part of the open Flemish paracycling championship. 
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 ACCESSIBILITY  
& INCLUSIVENESS
INVOLVEMENT OF DISADVANTAGED GROUPS

Maximum attention will be paid to the accessibility 
for and the involvement of socially vulnerable target 
groups. Projects are under construction with following 
organisations:
 △ Refu Interim Leuven & Brugge = voluntary work for 

newcomers in Belgium.
 △ Dovenkring Brugge
 △ Youth work ‘Den Tube’ = socially vulnerable young 

people (12-25y) in the region of Leuven
 △ VZW Honk = young people with a disability in the 

region of Leuven
 △ OCMW Brugge = disadvantaged people
 △ Atlas Antwerpen = newcomers who speak a foreign 

language
 △ Kras Antwerpen = accessible youth work 

organisation

LGBT+ COMMUNITY
In the run-up to and during the World Championships, 
we will also look at involving the local LGBT+ commu-
nity with rainbow as the common theme (rainbow pride 
flag vs rainbow jersey). Recent European research has 
found that 90% of all LGBT+ athletes is afraid to show 
their true colours within their club,the LOC has joined 
forces with the organisation ‘Wel Jong Niet Hetero’ 
and ‘Out For The Win’. With the ‘Chasing the rainbow 
together’ campaign, they are taking a first step towards 
a safer and more accessible sports climate for everyone.
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 HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Kom op tegen Kanker appointed as official charter 

partner.
 △ Promoting healthy eating, exercise and a healthy 

lifestyle in general. 
 △ First ever, non-smoking UCI Road World 

Championships.
 △ Promoting Cycling amongst children and youth. 

ACTION POINTS
KOM OP TEGEN KANKER APPOINTED AS CHARITY PARTNER

Kom op tegen Kanker is appointed as official charity 
partner. They have launched the campaign ‘Gelijk nen 
Echte’, using Karl Vannieuwkerke as sports director to 
challenge all of Flanders to form the biggest cycling 
team in Flanders. Front woman is Ine Beyen and front 
men is Maarten Vangramberen.

PROMOTING MOVEMENT AND HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
In the context of the campaign ‘Gelijk nen Echte’ 
monthly challenges will be launched. 

1. Challenge #1 – ‘Samen fietsen tegen Kanker’: In 
spring during the first challenge 1,581,130 km have 
been cycled. (39 times across the globe)

2. Challenge #2 – ‘Surplacen Gelijk nen Echte’: For this 
challenge, a lot of Flemish people were challenged 
to surplace as long as possible. 

3. Challenge #3 - Cycling on rollers

FIRST EVER NON-SMOKING UCI ROAD WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The event will be non-smoking, an absolute world first. 
This challenge is also tackled together with Kom op tegen 
Kanker. There will be a big communication campaign in 
the context of a bigger project ‘Generatie Rookvrij’ (a 
smoke-free society). All zones managed by the organi-
sation (production, team zones, fan zones, VIP zones,…) 
will be smoke-free. 

LITTLE CHAMPIONS
As young people are our future and the reason for 
making a sustainable World Championships, a few ini-
tiatives for kids/young people are developed. Cycling 
Vlaanderen has developed a cycling trail for children. 
The Little Champions-parcours will be put up at 27 places 
and receive 19,000 children. The trail will be produced 
with recycled materials by Ecorub.

FLANDERS 2021 @ SCHOOL
To promote cycling (as a sport and way of transporta-
tion), the LOC, in collaboration with MOEV and Sport 
Vlaanderen, will organise a school project.
Four educative bundles will be available for all Flemish 
schools. In cooperation with Vlaamse Stichting 
Verkeerskunde and ‘het Octopusplan’ multiple actions 
around cycling and cycling to school as a form of active 
transportation in school context.
Furthermore, in the run-up to the UCI Road World 
Championships, we will search for the most cycling 
crazy school in Flanders. Professional cyclist Jesse 
Vandenbulcke and under 23 Thibau Nys are the ambas-
sadors of this project. They explain in five movies how 
a school can become the most cycling crazy school of 
Flanders (a UCI RWC-choreography, a cool UCI RWC-
trail, an original UCI RWC-move, the most creative wall 
or playground painting and the most beautiful XXL UCI 
RWC-shirt).
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 SAFETY
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Safety is a top priority. The World Championships 

must be a safe event for athletes, fans, press, work-
force and invitees.

ACTION POINTS
TOB-SEEN IS APPOINTED AS SAFETY PARTNER

ToB-Seen has been appointed as safety partner. They 
will prepare a safety plan in close consultation with all 
the involved parties. During the event, ToB-Seen will 
ensure everything runs safely. 

SECURE DANGEROUS POINTS
The LOC will identify all the dangerous points along the 
route and take care of the necessary safety measures 
conform the new UCI-rules (rule 2.2.017 and rule 4.4 
for organizers) which came to effect the first of April. 
Stewards and signallers, safe signs, race barriers, race 
totems and race bumpers will be deployed to ensure 
that everything runs safely. 
A safety manager will be appointed and an extensive 
medical support with experienced doctors, emergency 
doctors and paramedics will be present.

APPOINTING METEO SERVICE
A meteo service will be appointed to follow up on 
weather conditions in case of extreme weather. This 
to ensure the health and safety of everyone working, 
competing, or attending the championships. Due to 
climate change there will be more extreme weather. 
Therefor it’s important to take the right measures.

STEWARDS AND MEDICAL SUPPORT IN FAN AND VIP
ZONES

To ensure safety in the fan and VIP zones, the LOC 
will deploy stewards and a security company will de 
employed (tbc). The Red Cross will give medical sup-
port. All staff will be lettered, followed up by coordina-
tors and receive safety clothing if necessary. 
 

©
 C

ed
ric

 W
ar

lo
p

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 23
Powered by

2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM



 EQUALITY
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Gender equality with regard to both sport and 

communications.  

ACTION POINTS
EQUALITY IN SPORTS

There are road races and time trials for both men and 
women (elite and youth) and there is also a mixed relay 
in which men and women from the same country ride 
and compete together.

EQUAL PRIZE MONEY
The prize money is equivalent and conform the current 
UCI-scale. The top 3 riders from the individual time tri-
als and individual road races and the first 3 countries 
from the team time trail – mixed relay will receive the 
following prize money:

MANNEN MANNEN MANNEN WOMEN WOMEN
ELITE UNDER 23 JUNIORS ELITE JUNIORS

I N D I V I D U A L  R O A D  R A C E S
1st € 8000 € 4000 € 2000 € 8000 € 2000
2nd € 4000 € 2000 € 1000 € 4000 € 1000
3rd € 2000 € 1000 €  500 € 2000 €  500
TOTAL € 14 000 € 7000 € 3500 € 14 000 € 3500

I N D I V I D U A L  T I M E  T R A I L
1st € 8000 € 4000 € 2000 € 8000 € 2000
2nd € 4000 € 2000 € 1000 € 4000 € 1000
3rd € 2000 € 1000 €  500 € 2000 €  500
TOTAL € 14 000 € 7000 € 3500 € 14 000 € 3500

ELITE
T E A M  T I M E  T R I A L  –  M I X E D  R E L AY
1st € 15000
2nd €   7500
3rd €   3750
TOTAL € 26250

TV COVERAGE OF ALL COMPETITIONS. 
The host broadcaster will cover the men and women 
race. On own social media channels of the LOC, equal 
communication between men and woman races will be 
maintained. 

SET UP A HOTLINE
The LOC will provide different information points 
during the event where problems can be reported. This 
will also be possible through a personalised chatbot. 
Should anyone experience discrimination, they can 
report it here.
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 FAIR PLAY  
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Take the necessary measures so that the event runs 

correctly on the sporting front.

ACTION POINTS
ANTI-DOPING

The LOC and UCI will take all necessary actions to track 
down any doping usage. Chaperons and rooms will be 
available for doping control and all necessities will be 
present.

PREVENT MECHANICAL FRAUD
Everything will be at hand to check for mechanical dop-
ing/fraud during the UCI Road World Championships. 

PRESENCE OF PROFESSIONAL JUDGES AND VAR
UCI will ensure the presence of professional judges and 
VAR (video assistance referee).
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 GOOD GOVERNANCE  
& SUSTAINABLE  
PROCUREMENT  
AMBITION FLANDERS 2021
 △ Transparency in the supplier recruitment process 

and in the purchase of goods. 
 △ Maximum sustainable procurement.  

ACTION POINTS
TRANSPARENT AWARDING PROCEDURE

The UCI Road World Championships is organised 
on behalf of the UCI and the Flemish government. 
Therefore, the LOC had to follow public procurement 
legislation. The audit committee ‘Topevenementen 
Event Flanders’ checks the hiring process of suppliers 
and the procurement of goods. The awarding proce-
dure of suppliers is very transparent. 

ENCOURAGE GOOD GOVERNANCE AT SUPPLIERS
The LOC encourages good governance among the 
selected suppliers and also uses this in the awarding 
procedure.

LOCAL SUPPLIERS
In the context of durability, the LOC will make maxi-
mum use of local suppliers.

©
 C

ed
ric

 W
ar

lo
p

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 26
Powered by

2021 ROAD
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

FLANDERS
BELGIUM



Safety

Gender equality

Fair playing field

Sustainable procurement

Good governance

Water

Energy

Waste

Space

Catering

Material

Mobility

Climate

Inclusiveness

Healthy lifestyle
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OBJECTIVES
The 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) call for action to promote prosperity while protecting the planet. The 2021 UCI Road world championships 
has aligned its sustainability objectives to the following SDG’s: 
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THANKS
We would like to thank everyone in advance who will be helping to make the UCI 2021 Road World Championships sustainable. 

We would like to thank them for their time, commitment, resources and services. Without all these people and partners, we would not be able to succeed in this challenge.

So we say a big Thank You to all volunteers, staff and the following organisations:

Main Partners

Institutional Partners

Official Partners Charity Partner

Official Suppliers Media Partners
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